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SACRED HEART CHURCH

The original SACRED HEART CHURCH was located
in Alsip, Illinois at 123rd and Rexford and was founded
to minister to the needs of the French people who had
settled there. A priest used to come out on the Inter-
urban to 119th and Vincennes and from there was faken
by horse and buggy to the Church for services.
Unfortunately the Church burned down and it was decided
to relocate closer to Vincennes Avenue. Services were
held temporarily for the 18 French families of the area
at Liberty Hall, a elub hall at 119th and Vincennes on
Sunday mornings by Father J. A, Milot. In July 1904
Father Louis DeMers was assigned as Pastor and in
October of the following year the location at the present
property site was acquired. A small wooden frame
church was built on wooden posts in the swamp at the
site known as Purington, so named from the Purington
Brick Yard where many of the French people worked
{the south-east area of 119th and Vincennes).

In June of 1912, Father Raymond DeNorus, a former
Capuchin missionary with the Cree Indians of Read Bear
Lake, Alberta, Canada for 1l years, was appointed the
pastor. Father was originally from France and thus was
an ideal choice to serve the French people who had
settled there. Being a zealous man he began publishing
a small magazine entitled: "THE BLESSING' in which
he wrote that '"the object of this magazine is to promote
and propagate the knowledge, love, and honor of the
Divine Heart of Jesus'. The Church was called the
SANCTUARY OF THE SACRED HEART and a confraternity
of the Sacred Heart was canonically erected in February
of 1913 to honor the Sacred Heart, to make Him a return
of love for love, and to co-operate for the diffusion of
His blessings by the mutual help of the members united
in action one with another,




From these humble beginnings grew the seeds of many
devotions and novenas honoring the Sacred Heart, Mary
of the Immaculate Conception, Saint Joseph, Saint
Therese of Lisieux, Saint Anthony of Padua, Saint Rita,
and many others. It was said that Father DeNorus
grew up in the same town in France as did Saint Therese
and made his first holy communion with her in the same
class. Thus his great devotion to her especially when
she was canonized by the Church May 17, 1925,

Blessings, graces received, and curing the sick were
an early part of the life of the church. Numerous
reportied miracles were said to have been wrought through
the intercession of the Sacred Heart and the saints with
crutches, canes, eyeglasses, and braces left abandoned
at the church hanging on the side walls as a reminder of
the gratitude of those so blessed. Plaques bearing the
image of the SACRED HEART inscribed with the name of
the person miraculously blessed were arranged in rows
like a border along the rafters near the ceiling and
overflowed to the beams supporting the church.

Devotions with benediction were held at 8AM, 3PM,
and then again at 8PM in the evening on all the major
feasts and Sundays with accompanying novenas for the
important feasts and occasional guest preachers. The
crowds were so large that often they had to walk through
the church and out the back entrance stairs to leave so
that all might in some way participate in the devotions.
As the fame grew people flocked from all over Northern
Illinois and Indiana seeking help and consolation with
pilgrimages and processions becoming commonplace
occurances at the Shrine,

Below the church proper was a meeting hall where
concerts, parties, and othe church functions were held,
A small stage was erected in the back of the hall to
facilitate these gatherings. Weber and Sons donated
their time and artistic talents to decorate the interior
beautifully with many kinds of gothic art work.
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In 1922 the present structure of brick and Spanish
Mission style, with wings of brick extending in front, was
added on., In the arched spaces of the wings were
placed bells which rang to call the worshippers to service.
Throughout the many years grateful benefactors donated
oil paintings, images, statues, carvings, and stained
glass windows. These appealed to a sense of beauty and
religious emotion which lent a spirit of calmness and
serenity to the church.

During this time the church became known as the
SHRINE OF THE SACRED HEART, Father DeNorus
was said to have blessed many who were subsequently
healed of both mind, body, and soul.” He used to stand
at the side entrance to his quarters at the rear of the
church (since bricked in) and distribute holy water,
medicines, and.bless the sick who came to the shrine,
Having studied medicine in his youth he mixed both
physical and spiritual healing methods. Being a tall
and stately man with robust health and imposing figure
he exuded kindness and warmth to all who came to implore
his aid and blessings. He was jovial, lively and full
of life. He loved parties and music and joined in by
playing the piano whenever he could. Long hours were
spent playing the old pipe-organ in the back of the church
which had to be pumped by hand. He showed a great
love for his Eskimo Huskies which he brought with him
from his mission days. Homeless dogs of the neighbor-
hood found shelter in the yard alongside of the church.
But the main focus of his life was the love of the SACRED
HEART and the spread of this devotion. Accordingly
he taught the religious classes downstairs in the hall and
also on the side patio as well as organizing and celebrating
the many religious functions of the shrine. He was
a man of deep devotion, continuing concern, and abiding
love for both God and the people whom he had been sent
to serve.
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The church itself was a sign of his love, He chose
the altar to the right of the main one to become the
devotional’altar. The statue placed in honor there
represented the particular novena or devotion currently
being celebrated. The altar to the left was a minature

replica of the rocky cliffs of Lourdes where Mary of the :
Immaculate Conception appeared to the three children '
a century ago. A beautiful statue of Mary crowned with 1

a ring of twelve lights graced the uppermost craig of
this shrine, Although Saint Joseph, Saint Anthony,
Saint Rita, Saint Therese, and many others were en-
shrined about the church, the chief attraction was of
course the main altar shrine of the SACRED HEART,
There Christ towered over the tabernacle with His

arms outspread showering His blessing on all who came .
to worship. Flanking Him on both sides of the main
altar were two beautiful stained glass windows of Saints
Peter and Paul representing the extension of the Christian
to all the world. Angels bowed in reverence before the
loving heart of Jesus blessing the sons of His Father,
This was the Church that drew so many to its sacred
walls to hear the resounding voice of God speaking
within their hearts. :

In August of 1935 Father Raymond DeNorus was
retired after almost a quarter of a century of service,
Before leaving, he reviewed memories with a visitor,
sighed with satisfaction at the beauty surrounding him,
and thinking of the blessings of his ministry and the
sadness of the parting said: "One can not live for
twenty-three years among a people without learning to
love them." The visifor acquiesced as Father seemed :
to be looking into some distant sacred place,

"The next pastor appointed was Father J. Barrett.
He was instrumental in establishing a branch church for
the colored parishoners called Holy Name of Mary.
Modernization of the interior with a simplification of
the extensive gothic ornamentation began. This was
continued by Father C. J. Corkery who became pastor
in 1939. During this time the many devotions, pilgrim-
ages, processions, and benedictions passed away and
the church became more like a functioning mid-twentieth
century parish,




Father John F, McNally became pastor in July of
1944 and during his almost twenty years of service the
simplification of the shrine was completed. The main:
gothic altar was replaced by a simple background of
drapes and wallpaper which covered the windows of
Saints Peter and Paul. The Immaculate Conception
altar remained much the same but the right altar became
the present SACRED HEART SHRINE which a simple

= drape valance and background. The Sacred Heart

statue formerly found over the main altar was enshrined
there. Finally, in the late fifties the present remodeling
was done which set the tone of the church as it is seen
today. Father also at this time bought more property

to the south which makes up the preseat parking facilities.

Although the congregation was mostly composed of old-
timers who lived nearby during Father McNally's
pastorate, if still radiated the warmth, love ani devotion
which was a reflection of him, Father was well known
for his intellectual abilities and dry wit.

After the death of Father McNally in 1953 there was
much speculation as to whether the Church might be
closed since much larger and more active parishes
dominated the area, But in the goodness and wisdom
of God's plan this was not to be so, Father Kenneth
Borchardt was appointed in 1954 to become the pastor
of the waning flock. Throughout his pastorate he has
maintained the quiet simplicity of the Church's devotional
life and has seen the burning spark of the SACRED HEART
cnce again rekindling the hearts of many to seek religious
development within its hallowed walls. There is a
remembrance of the days of the "old ways' of the church,
A holy place is where the hand of God has touched the
heart of man.,.and SACRED HEART CHURCH is one
of these places. :

THE | END
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- PRAYER
TO THE SACRED HEART
~ FOR THE SICK
Pour forth the rich Blessings of

Thy Sacred Heart upon me,
Oh Jesus:

- Oh, Blessed Jesus, look upon me -

with Thy beauntiful eyes and
extend Thy Blessed Hands in
Benediction over me—help me—
make me well:

Oh, Heart of Jesus, Who by His
touch cured all diseases, let go
forth a healing power to restore
heglth to me:

Kissing Thy image, I beg you
with all my love and trust, come
to my aid—do not delay—I ask
this of Thy bounty:

Oh, Good Jesus hear me:

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
have Mercy on me. :
(3 times)
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